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Writer – Roxburghe House, Aberdeen   
 
September 2015 to March 2016 
 
Grampian Hospitals Art Trust (GHAT) is looking for a writer to work with patients, their relatives 
and staff at Roxburghe House, a specialist palliative care unit in Aberdeen. The role of the 
writer is to encourage dialogue and to facilitate the sharing of ideas, experiences, memories 
and stories within the community of Roxburghe House.   
 
The present Roxburghe House Writing Project began in July 2012. The current writer has 
worked alongside the two visual artists at Roxburghe, as well as with other staff in the unit, to 
offer a range of individual and group creative opportunities. We are now looking for someone 
to further develop the role. This a demanding post as you will be working with people who have 
a wide variety of needs and concerns, many of whom face serious emotional and physical 
difficulties.  
 
It is desirable that you are available to work for three days per week and at least one of those 
days to be Tuesday or Thursday in order to take part in the Day Unit programme  
 
Main tasks will include: 
 

• Individual sessions with patients and relatives, assisting the creative writing process in 
ways tailored to their needs – often acting as scribe or as sounding board 

• Assisting patients and relatives with their own stories and life narratives 
• Inspiring people who may not think of themselves as creative to share their ideas and 

stories and to explore writing 
• Facilitating group work sessions as part of the Day Unit programme and elsewhere 
• Working closely with the artists and staff at Roxburghe House to initiate and facilitate 

word-related arts projects 
• Reading poems and stories to and with patients  
• Providing literary resources attuned to individual participants’ needs and concerns  
• Conducting educational sessions with staff  
• Linking with Friends of Roxburghe House and the wider local community 

 
You will be a professional, practising writer, educated to degree level or equivalent, with 
extensive previous experience of creative writing. Our ideal person will also have experience, 
or significant experience of supporting vulnerable people. You will have excellent 
communication skills – empathy, listening and the ability to understand people’s needs and 
difficulties, as well as to draw out their skills and talents. You will be happy to work as part of a 
team and individually. It is essential that you have the confidence creatively to develop the 
project on your own initiative within a complex environment. Previous experience of publishing 
will be an advantage, along with good computer skills. 
 
Fee: The fee for the initial part of this brief (September to November 2015) will be £5040, to 
cover approximately 14 weeks payable as agreed between the writer and the commissioner. 
Additional budget is available for any publication costs along with the purchase of books and 
materials. 
 
From late 2015 GHAT will change from a Trust to a S cottish Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation. In November 2015 this initial session al brief will be developed to become 
a staff post within the new GHAT structure - renewa ble in March 2016 if further funding 
is sourced by GHAT. 
 
Personal Qualities/Experience 

• It is vital that you have the ability to allow participants to lead the creative process. 
• You will have a strong interest and belief in community arts and arts in health projects. 
• A practising professional writer, you will be confident in your own voice, with a desire to 
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pass on your knowledge and enthusiasm to others. 
• You should have excellent interpersonal and communication skills. 
• You will have the ability to work as part of a team and on your own initiative. 
• Ideally you will have experience of project planning and report writing. 

 
• As you will be working with vulnerable individuals it will be necessary for you to 

undergo a Disclosure Scotland check before commencing work on this Project. 
 
Application Procedure 
 
Expressions of interest can be accepted by post or email . 
 
You are invited to submit: 
 

• A letter in response to brief of not more than 750 words which outlines  
 

− How you think you are suited to the post  
− Your current writing practice 
− Your previous experience of working in a participatory way with individuals and 

groups  
− Any experience of working in healthcare settings 
− How you may structure your working week 
 

• A writing sample of not more than 2000 words (prose) or eight poems. (We do not 
accept original work and if you wish us to return anything then please include adequate 
postage and packaging.) 

 
• A current CV.  (Please supply an electronic copy of your CV.) 
 
• Two references showing  

o How the referee knows the applicant  
o Would they consider them as someone who could work creatively in a 

healthcare setting  
Please note that GHAT cannot accept responsibility for damage or loss of submitted material 
supporting your application. If you would like us to keep your details on file please indicate this 
on your application. 
 
Application process: 
 

The deadline for applications: August 4th 2015, 5pm 
 

Applicants should ensure that their applications arrive by the deadline date as applications that 
arrive after the deadline date will not be considered. 
 
The selection board at GHAT will assess the applications and a shortlist will be drawn up 
including GHAT trustees, GHAT advisors and NHS Grampian representatives. Shortlisted 
writers may be invited to meet the panel and give a presentation.  
 
The panel reserves the right not to appoint any applicant. 

 
Contact: 
Sally Thomson 
Director 
Grampian Hospitals Art Trust 
Art Office 
Aberdeen Royal Infirmary 
Foresterhill Road 
Aberdeen 
AB25 2ZN 
01224 554114 


