Writer in Residence – Roxburghe House, Aberdeen

1 year contract: two days per week (15 hrs) Tuesdays and Thursdays

Writer’s Fee: £11,000

Grampian Hospitals Art Trust (GHAT) is looking for a Writer to work with patients, their relatives and staff at Roxburghe House, a Palliative Care Unit in Aberdeen.  The role of the writer is to encourage dialogue and to facilitate the shared communication of ideas, experience, memories and stories within the community of Roxburghe House.  

A successful art project, Artroom, already exists at Roxburghe House and you will work closely with the two visual artists to offer extended creative opportunities to patients and relatives. As part of this one year residence the writer will be given the opportunity to create their own original work (which may or may not relate to the field of arts and health). This is a demanding post as you will be working with people with a wide variety of needs and concerns, who face challenging emotional and physical experiences.

Main tasks will include:

· Individual sessions with patients and relatives assisting the creative process for writing/scribing

· Assisting patients with their own stories and life narratives

· Reading/storytelling for individuals and/or small groups

· Working closely with the artists and staff at Roxburghe House to initiate and facilitate word related arts projects with patients and families

· Developing word related projects that link in with the visual arts

· Facilitating related events by external writers/readers

· Compiling a new literary resource drawing on local writing

· Providing literary resources to assist with adaptation and transition

· Conducting educational sessions with staff and facilitating related events such as staff writing sessions and book clubs

· Linking with Friends of Roxburghe House and the wider local community

· Linking with external word events and word-related projects

You will be a professional, practising writer, educated to degree level or equivalent, with extensive previous experience of creative writing and poetry.  Our ideal person will have empathy, good listening and interviewing skills and will be happy to work as part of a team as well as individually. Previous experience of working in a healthcare setting would be an advantage. Previous experience of publishing and good computer skills would also be advantageous.

The Fee for this one-year residency will be £11,000 payable in monthly instalments.  Additional funds are available to cover printing costs along with the purchase of books and materials.

Please apply in writing including an up to date CV to amoore@nhs.net or by post to:

Anne Moore, Grampian Hospitals Art Trust, The Art Office,

Aberdeen Royal Infirmary, Foresterhill, Aberdeen AB25 2ZN

Deadline for applications: Friday 2nd March 2012

